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l  Universal systems outside Hong Kong 
l  United Kingdom (Colleges in Cambridge) 
l  United States (Houses in Harvard)  

l  Universal systems in Hong Kong  
l  The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
l  Lingnan University 
l  The University of Hong Kong 

l  “The Centennial Approach”  
l  “The Role of Student Halls: Call for Review” (1991) 
l  “A Proposal on Universal Hall Membership” (2003) 
l  “Universally Universal” (2016) 

Outline of Presentation 



The Cambridge System 

The College System 
l  29 colleges in Cambridge 

guarantee all students with 
accommodation for  3 years. 

l  Every college is responsible 
for admitting students to the 
university, and the provision 
of a hall of residence, 
catering, socialising activities, 
and academic support. 

l  Every student has an equal 
opportunity to experience 
college life. 



The Harvard System 

The House System 
l  All first-year students have to 

live in the Harvard Yard, a 
freshman residence featuring 
shared suites.  

l  After first year, students may 
choose to live in one of the 12 
Houses under the upper-class 
Housing system.  

l  98% stay in residential Houses 
throughout their undergraduate 
career in Harvard. 

	  



The Chinese University of Hong Kong  

l  All full-time undergraduate 
students are affiliated with one 
of the 9 colleges. 

l  Every student may choose to 
join a hall as residential member 
for at least one year.  

l  Colleges offer college education 
courses, talks, seminars and 
extra-curricular activities like 
mentorship programmes and 
fitness activities. 



Lingnan University 

l  All students are required to reside 
in student hostels for at least two 
years within their 4-year 
curriculum.  

l  10 blocks of hostels accommodate 
altogether 2,600 students. 

l  Hostel life is considered as an 
informal education which provides 
an environment favourable for self-
learning and maximises 
opportunities for social, cultural 
and extra-curricular involvement. 



HKU: From Past to Present 

l  Halls in HKU dates back 
over a century to 1912, 
when hall membership 
was compulsory for all 
undergraduate students.  

l  All students had equal 
opportunity to experience 
hall education.  



l  13 halls now accommodating up to 3,853 
local undergraduate students, with a 2:1 
ratio between local and non-local students 
(meaning about 2,568 local 
undergraduates). 

l  4 residential colleges built in 2015 together 
accommodate 1,800 students, local, 
mainland and international students at 
35:40:25 ratio, and a 6:4 ratio between 
undergraduates and postgraduates 
(meaning 378 local undergraduates). 

l  12 Student Flats in Sassoon Road each 
housing 6 undergraduate students. 

l  Total = about 3,000 residential places for 
local undergraduates. 

HKU: From Past to Present 



Growing student number 
l  According to the HKU Annual Report 2015, there were 16,187 undergraduate 

students with 23.7 % international students, meaning 12,350 full-time local 
undergraduates. 

Shortage of hall places 
l  In 2015, there were 4,003 residential places in 13 halls, and 1/3 were allocated to 

non-local students. 
l  2,204 local undergraduates were admitted to halls in 2015, representing 18% of the 

sub-population. 
Comprehensive turned selective 
l  “Quantitative changes” have led to important “qualitative changes”. 
l  The universal or comprehensive system has become an unequal system in terms of 

actual hall experience, although the opportunity to compete for hall places still 
appears to be equal. 

l  Many students living in halls now perceive “hall education” as a privilege they have 
earned, while many others not living in halls perceive halls as close knit fraternities 
not conducive to academic pursuit and open thinking.	  

HKU: From Past to Present 



The Centennial Approach… 



“A Jubilee Call for a Centennial Approach” 

l  “The Role of Student Halls: Call for Review” (1991) 

l  “HKU Report on Hall Education” (2003) 

l  “A Proposal on Universal Hall Membership” (2003) 

l  “Universally Universal” (2016) 

“Universally Universal” 



Simple arithmetics 
l  If 95% of 4,003 hall places and 60% of 1,800 residential college places 

are used to house undergraduates, there will be 4,883 undergraduate 
places for 16,187 undergraduates, meaning 30%. 

l  If each residential hall would spare 60% of its regular places during 
summer to run a summer hall, then over a 4-year period, the residential 
opportunity would be more than enough to cover the entire student 
population. 

l  This assumes all summer hall members will only reside in a hall for one 
summer during their study, for the remaining time, they can be affiliate 
members of a hall, or full members of some non-residential halls. 

l  In 2015, there were 176 full members belonging to two non-residential 
halls. This is a small figure. For a universal hall system to develop, either 
the existing non-residential halls would be expanded significantly, and/or 
the affiliate-cum-summer hall membership of residential halls would be 
expanded. 

“Universally Universal” 



Conclusion  

l  Local undergraduate students who are not regular hall 
residents will either become members of non-residential 
halls or affiliate members of residential halls.  

l  All affiliate member of a hall will be provided with the 
opportunity to live in the hall during one summer in 
order to experience hall life. 

l  Intensive extra-curricular and experiential learning 
programmes can be organized both on the hall and 
student levels to enhance socializing and engagement in 
intellectual, cultural and extra-curricular activities. 



End of Presentation 


