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Students at HKUST



Our Students by Disciplines
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Source: HKUST Admissions Office



Our Students by Origin & Sex

Enrolment Category Number % Total

Place of 
Origin

Local 7,988 75%

10,655

Mainland China 1,684 15.8%

Other Parts of Asia 830

9.2%
Other Parts of the 

World
153

Sex
Male 6,642 62.3%

10,655
Female 4,013 37.7%

Source: General Statistics on UGC-funded Institutions / Programmes



HK DSE Exam 2017

Source: http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk



Elective Subjects – Most Popular 

Source: http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk

Subject No. of Students
% of Total No. of 

Students (61,561)

Economics 14,913 24.2%

Biology 14,904 24.2%

Chemistry 14,207 23.1%

Physics 11,670 18.9%

Business, Accounting 
and Financial Studies 

11,507 18.7%



Elective Subjects – Least Popular 

Source: http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk

Subject No. of Students
% of Total No. of 

Students (61,561)

Music 172 0.27%

Technology and Living 261 0.42%

English Literature 316 0.59%

Design and Applied 
Technology 

765 1.24%

Ethics and Religious Studies 802 1.30%

Health Management and 
Social Care 

917 1.49%

Chinese Literature 1,802 2.93%



How Diverse Is Our Classroom?

• 75% Local

• 55.6% Science & Engineering

• 62.3% Male



Content Diversity

Popular Culture of East Asia

Identity Goes Global: From Border Crossing to 
Boundary Remaking

Questions of Humanities in World Literature

China in the Foreigners' Eyes

Who We Are in Global Hong Kong: 
A Quest of Self, Community and Identity



Lead A Classroom Towards Diversity?

Start LOCALLY

Expand GLOBALLY

Create a PERSONAL touch



Start Locally



HUMA 1231 – Popular Culture of East Asia

HUMA 1231

Professor May-yi SHAW



If you are to sing a song that best captures the 
spirit of your hometown, what song would you 

choose?

If you are to make a short film about Hong Kong, 
what kind of scenes/shots would you include?

If you are to write a story about the place where
you grew up, what kind of story would it be?









Most Popular Song of 2014







Power of the “SOFT”



Q1 – What or where is the power of the intangible “soft” 
in HK or your hometown that makes it attractive to 
others?

Q2 – In what ways could HK’s soft power impact its 
relationship with mainland China and 
regional/global influence?

Reflection Question



Expand Globally



Questions of Humanity in 
World Literature

HUMA 3200
Professor May-yi SHAW



Current Events











This is a Question on …

Gender equality
Respect across cultures
Clashes of civilizations

Individual vs. corporate interest
Public vs. private identity











This is a Question on …

Freedom of speech
Respect of individual faith

Political correctness
Cross-cultural differences

Clashes of civilizations



Create a Personal Touch



2 Approaches



Turn Knowledge

into Relevance



The Mao Era in Reflection

HUMA 4000E – The Foreigners’ Look at China
Professor May-yi SHAW



Application Questions

Q1 - Can the "masses" or "public" be trusted? If not, how 
can we trust "democracy"? Can a "supreme leader" be 
trusted? If not, how can we trust the decisions or direction 
made by a supreme leader or a supreme governing body? 

Q2 - How do we come to understand the violence in 
cultural revolution? How did people go from "good girls" to 
"murderers,” being “poet” and “executioner” at the same 
time?

Q3 - What did you learn about the "power of the people" 
through the study of Cultural Revolution? What did you 
learn about "humanity"?



HUMA 4000E – The Foreigners’ Look at China
Professor May-yi SHAW



Application Questions

Q1 – Who do you admire the most among the 5 figures we 
discussed and why? If you were a young fellow at the turn 
of 20th century China at the time, who would you follow 
and support and why?

Q2 – What is your definition of “revolutionary” or (as a 
person) or “patriot”? Who, in your mind, is the best model 
of a “revolutionary” or “patriot” today and why?

Q3 – What is the role of Chinese intellectuals today playing 
in face of China’s issues or challenges? Name one 
intellectual whom you admire and tell us why. 



Classroom Teaching

Proactive Learning



Group Formation

Background Gender

Discipline Year

Diversity



Consistency 

Background Gender

Discipline Year

Every Class 
Every Discussion

Every Assignment



Final Projects – “Identity Goes Global”

Hong Kong Identity In An Indeterminable Category?

Impact of Migration on Individual Identity

Difficulties of New Immigrants’ Integration in HK

Dating Preferences across Races at UST

Lives of Transsexuals in Hong Kong



Final Projects – “Humanity in World Literature”

Influence of Language on UST Students’ Sense of Belonging

National Identity and the Umbrella Movement

Do Subdivided Flats Dehumanize People?

Effect of Faith on One’s View of Suffering and Pain

Conflicts between Hong Kong Students and Parents



Final Projects – China in the Foreigners’ Eyes

On the Heritage and Effects of University Student 
Governments – Hong Kong, U.S., and China

Folklore Values in Children in Contemporary
Chinese and Indonesian Societies

Comparison Between Kongish and Singlish 

Mainland Chinese Tourists and Hong Kong's 
Localism Identity

Censorship in Daily Life



Feedback – “China in the Foreigners’ Eyes”

What makes the course stand out by contrast to other 
courses provided in the school is the very international 
background of the students, who bring different 
thinking, multi-cultural background, as well as their very 
fantastic experience that make the course a more 
outstanding one. 

Overall speaking, this course makes an example to 
illustrate how a successful university course shall be 
planned and instructed. The multi-cultural student 
background and the dedication of the instructor also 
ensure the qualification of the course. 



Feedback – “China in the Foreigners’ Eyes”

The setting of the tables allow students to speak 
more and the instructor's engagement to each 
group provides thought-provoking questions on 
particular issues. 

This is probably the best course I have ever had. It 
has everything that constitutes an ideal course: 
intriguing readings, dedicated and inspirational 
instructor, provocative presentations and class 
discussions, marvelous opportunities for self-
discovery, etc. 



Lifelong Impact

Impersonal

Personal


