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ILOs of the 
programme

- Language 
acquisition
- Cultural awareness
- Critical & reflective 
thinking
- Communication & 
professional skills

Year in Europe

Prepare students for 
mobility

Number of participants



Overcoming Challenges of 
Academic Mobility in 

European Studies| French Stream

Sequence 1
Immersion

(Immersing students in 
the French | European 
ecosystem that thrives 

in Hong Kong…)

Sequence 2
Critical Thinking

(Trigger students’ 
thinking about 

cultural diversity…)

Sequence 3
Ownership

(Leading students to 
act and take full 

ownership of their 
one-year abroad 

experience…)



Media interview on two double 
degree programmes (HKBU-

Sciences Po Lyon & Sciences Po Bordeaux) 
with sharing by exchange students from 

France and Hong Kong and HKBU's 
internationalisation efforts under the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

[明報Ming Pao] 
https://news.mingpao.com/.../%e6%b5%b8%
e5%a4%a7%e4%bc%99...

[星島日報 Sing Tao Daily] 
https://std.stheadline.com/.../%E6%97%A5%E
5%A0%B1-%E6%95...

[東網 on.cc] 
https://hk.on.cc/.../bkn-20201110020017508-
1110_00822_001...

[東方日報 Oriental Daily] 
https://orientaldaily.on.cc/cnt/news/2020111
0/00176_031.html

[巴士的報 Bastille Post] 
https://www.bastillepost.com/.../7441656-
%E5%85%AD%E6%B5...

https://news.mingpao.com/pns/%e6%95%99%e8%82%b2/article/20201110/s00011/1604945163061/%e6%b5%b8%e5%a4%a7%e4%bc%99%e6%b3%95%e5%9c%8b%e9%99%a2%e6%a0%a1-%e6%8e%a85%e5%b9%b4%e9%9b%99%e5%ad%b8%e4%bd%8d%e8%aa%b2%e7%a8%8b?fbclid=IwAR1Yx5m0mQE-ygDyOYIDCRWwjAZnR2qdM9_rMZzPEUjkiQV9ojSJMQftCEI
https://std.stheadline.com/daily/article/2301924/%E6%97%A5%E5%A0%B1-%E6%95%99%E8%82%B2-%E5%85%AD%E6%B5%B8%E5%A4%A7%E7%94%9F%E7%84%A1%E6%87%BC%E7%96%AB%E6%83%85-%E8%B5%B4%E6%B3%95%E5%9C%8B%E8%AE%80%E9%9B%99%E5%AD%B8%E4%BD%8D?fbclid=IwAR3ileDIVDtoPEVNy4LKlQ9HCZ28wJXtaSDCznHYkOEMBZRbhIG8NzWkVcQ
https://hk.on.cc/hk/bkn/cnt/news/20201110/bkn-20201110020017508-1110_00822_001.html?fbclid=IwAR3Q0ldT0OqcuMcdtFdDl4CL77uNe49OC4pciSjEIJqrrfcu82Q0A6lGXhM
https://orientaldaily.on.cc/cnt/news/20201110/00176_031.html?fbclid=IwAR1LQZh02-cjJQPQIPER87QoGsqGwZhtL9SA8g1q7C9n3xZ6EPKclObm8-M
https://www.bastillepost.com/hongkong/article/7441656-%E5%85%AD%E6%B5%B8%E5%A4%A7%E7%94%9F%E7%84%A1%E6%87%BC%E7%96%AB%E6%83%85-%E8%B5%B4%E6%B3%95%E5%9C%8B%E8%AE%80%E9%9B%99%E5%AD%B8%E4%BD%8D?fbclid=IwAR3xqFifL_x79ESbyuhorcLljYnBa-gGsjeos3AHYU5BAhhMWp5otxLJ_EY


Teaching & Learning Activities 

Inside the classroom Outside the classroom 

● Content and Language 
Integrated Learning (CLIL)

● Self Access Learning Unit 
(SALU)

● E-exchanges projects with 
overseas universities

● Workshops
● Talks & Conferences

● Francophonie Festival 
● Exhibitions (visit & curate)
● French Cinepanorama / 

Hong Kong French Theater 
Festival

● French families 
● French company visits & 

career talks with French 
business and community 
leaders

● Service Learning



Self Access Learning Unit 

• Networked multimedia PCs
• Movie theatre equipped with 

TV
• Dedicated student work 

spaces 
• Constantly expanding 

collection of CD-ROMs and 
DVDs for both languages 
and area studies purposes 

• French and German 
reference and language 
books and magazines

• Study material for politics 
and area studies subjects



E-exchanges Projects with 
Overseas Universities



Workshops



Talks & Conferences
__________________



French May



French Cinema and 
Theater Festivals  



Francophonie 
Festival



French Host 
Families

Core Values of SaP• Respect• Shared 
Responsibility• Reciprocity



French 
Company Visits 
& Career Talks

January – April 2019
ü 10 company visits
ü 1 French company 

career fair
ü 30 + speakers



Exhibitions



Service-
Learning

• Lai Chi Kok
• Sham Shui Po
• Cleanse and prepare 

vegetables
• Label and pack 2,692 

lunch boxes within 3 
hours



Internationalisation
and Service-Learning 

2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie. 

HKBU European Studies / French Stream 
celebrates this anniversary with a gesture of 
solidarity. 

About 1.3 million people in Hong Kong live below 
the poverty line. In recent months many have lost 
their jobs, many more can't afford purchasing face 
masks and hygienic kits to protect themselves in 
the the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Therefore, the 4th-year students from the 
European Studies / French stream have joined 
forces with the French Chamber Foundation and 
launched the Code Red Fundraising Campaign 
and crowdfunding initiative.



Internationalisation, Service Learning 
& Curating an Exhibition

“Having learned a painful lesson from SARS in 2003, Hong 
Kong people have been extra vigilant in wearing masks to 
combat COVID-19. In sharp contrast, France is one of the 

countries that suffered from a severe lack of mask supply, and 
the worsening situation was further aggravated by contradictory 

reports on the rationale for mask-wearing to fight the virus. 

French artist and photographer Cyrille Bellier documented the 
massive adoption of mask-wearing in Hong Kong from the early 

days of the virus outbreak and the series of black-and-white 
photos serves as a timely keepsake for Hong Kong people to 

remember this historic moment of the city.
Students from the service-learning course EURO4015 Contemporary 
European Societies II: questions d’actualité chose from Mr. Bellier’s
works and wrote their thoughts and reflections – in both French and 

English – in response to the photographs. 

This is essentially a cross-cultural experience in which the global 
captures and dissects the local, and the local interprets and 

appropriates the global. What Hong Kong students picked (and not 
picked – for that matter) from Mr. Bellier’s corpus of work is very 
telling and suggestive in terms of the ways in which the younger 

generation understands and relates the virus to themselves. Through 
the interplay of words and images, the global pandemic is 

recontextualized to Hong Kong, a crammed city that shows its unique 
resilience and determination in combating COVID-19.

This service-learning project has a humble vision: to spread the idea of 
solidarity in adversity. The very notion of “by protecting myself, I 

protect my community” becomes exceptionally relevant in times of 
crisis, and the need to care for each other and be empathetic are 

crucial to our wellbeing. We hope this exhibition is just a start to share 
our city’s concern and love for people around us. Mr. Bellier’s photos 

will be documented into a booklet and an e-book so that the impact of 

the project can be further disseminated.”



Study Evaluation

Focus group

Op-eds in 
French 

international 
daily

QuestionnairesE-portfolio

Students’ 
work

Students’ 
feedback

Students’ 
feedback

Students’ 
work



Study Evaluation I: 
E-portfolio

E-portfolio = 
“Appropriation” (Pegrum, 
2011)

To restructure, refine 
& take ownership of 
the knowledge 
transmitted in class or 
discovered outside 
the classroom



Study Evaluation II: 
Op-eds in French International Daily



Study Evaluation III: 
Questionnaires

• To what extent his activity has helped you in your 
study? To what extent this activity has helped you 
prepare your mobility?

• I chose this movie because I wanted to know how 
French students study, especially in a competitive 
programme such as medicine

• I wanted to know more about workers in France and 
whether strikes may help them claim their rights 

• This kind of movie is unseen in Hong Kong, it is a new 
experience for me

• The workshop was vey helpful as it simulated real-life 
situations so that I know what type of situations I’m 
going to face in France 

• The workshop helped me to react rapidly, enhancing 
my capacity to respond and communicate

• I came to comprehend the ways of communication 
among French people, a great opportunity to 
exchange our views



Study Evaluation III: 
Questionnaires

• To what extent his activity has helped you in your 
study? To what extent this activity has helped you 
prepare your mobility?

• I chose this movie because I wanted to know how 
French students study, especially in a competitive 
programme such as medicine.

• I wanted to know more about workers in France and 
whether strikes may help them claim their rights. 

• This kind of movie is unseen in Hong Kong, it is a new 
experience for me.

• The workshop was vey helpful as it simulated real-life 
situations so that I know what type of situations I’m 
going to face in France. 

• The workshop helped me to react rapidly, enhancing 
my capacity to respond and communicate.

• I came to comprehend the ways of communication 
among French people, a great opportunity to 
exchange our views.     

üLanguage acquisition

üCultural awareness

üCritical & reflective thinking

üCommunication & 
professional skills



Study Evaluation IV:
Focus Group

1) What were your expectations when you took 
part in this activities? 
2) Which one(s) did you like most and why?
3)  Which one(s) did you enjoy last and why?
4) Do you think these activities were helpful? If 
so, why? If not, why not? 
5) Do you think these activities can bring you 
something different from a regular class ?
6) Do you think these activities can help you 
improve certain skills ? Which ones in particular?
7) What could be done to improve the activities ?





Conclusion & Way Forward

• Students’ work showcase our students achievements.
• Students’ feedbacks help us assess what activities the student have 

apprehended better than others.
• Our CoP-ITL pilot project has supported us to keep on these activities 

amidst global challenges.
• Students feedbacks have highlighted the importance of keeping the 

framing of each activity, preparation in class is needed prior to the 
activity and after there is need for debrief and self-reflection, to allow 
students to take ownership of their learning. 

• Upon return, students are in C1 language course and all academic 
courses are delivered in French…

• Internationalisation at Home continues in Y-IV through other activities.



Thank You! 

Q & A
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Thank you! Q&A


